GERALD E. CONNOLLY COMMITTEE ON OVERSIGHT AND REFORM

1174 DisTRICT, VIRGINIA SUBCOMMITTEE:
2238 Rv’:;\‘asi:’l‘sc':s:sgg;’)%a gU'LD'NG CHAIRMAN, GOVERNMENT OPERATIONS
(202) 225-1492 @nngreﬁﬁ nf the Hnitgh %tattﬁ COMM|TTI;|§E::E:TCI)2/E\|TGON AFFAIRS
S5 Fon i Houge of Representatives e Ao
Ao 8 2200 Washington, BE 20515-4611 SR, R O G

AslIA, THE PACIFIC,
PRINCE WILLIAM OFFICE: CeNTRAL AsiA, AND NONPROLIFERATION

2241-D TAckeTT's MiLL DRIVE
Wooberipcg, VA 22192

(571) 408-4407 October 3, 2022

The Honorable Charles E. Schumer
U.S. Senate Majority Leader
United States Senate

322 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Leader Schumer:

We write to urge you to schedule a vote on S.J. Res 1, which would remove the deadline for ratification
of the Equal Rights Amendment (ERA) originally included in the preamble of House Joint Resolution 208 (92"¢
Congress). The House of Representatives has passed the companion to the Senate resolution with bipartisan
support, and the majority of the United States Senate has since cosponsored S.J. Res 1. We believe that the time
is now for the Senate to act.

The Commonwealth of Virginia became the 38 state to ratify the ERA on January 27, 2020. With that
ratification, the ERA has now met all requirements to become the 28" Amendment to the U.S. Constitution.
However, the Archivist of the United States has yet to publish the ERA, citing the expiration of an arbitrary
time limit included in the preamble of H.J.Res. 208.

On January 27, 2022, the two-year anniversary of Virginia’s ratification, President Biden called on
Congress to pass legislation affirming the validity of the ERA. The President’s request followed the release of a
memo from the Department of Justice’s Office of Legal Counsel reaffirming Congress’s ability to remove the
ERA’s deadline for ratification and end any ambiguity surrounding the Amendment’s ratification.

The Equal Rights Amendment enjoys robust support from the American people. Two separate polls
conducted in 2020 by the Pew Research Center and the Associated Press — NORC Center for Public Affairs
Research found that support for the ERA stands at 78 percent and 75 percent respectively. Further, a 2022 poll
conducted by Data for Progress showed that 85 percent of Americans support the inclusion of the ERA in the
Constitution. This support spans the partisan divide, with 93 percent of Democrats, 79 percent of Republicans,
and 79 percent of independents in favor.

Recognition of the ERA as the 28" Amendment will reaffirm the rightful place of women as full and
equal citizens of this country at a time when such a guarantee is under attack. It has been nearly 100 years since
the fight began to enshrine these words in our Constitution — “equality of rights cannot be denied or abridged
on account of sex.”

We believe the time has come to win that fight once and for all.
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Thank you for your consideration and longstanding commitment to advancing women’s equality in
America. '

Sincerely,
& frtl A W
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Gerald E. Connnolly —{ JenmiferWexton
Member of Congres Member of Congres
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